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Dive Into a Book

Students re ect on
their relationship to
reading
Read your classmates’
responses, page 2.

GREEN PLANET
CSS students set the tone for Spring

By Ginny Poe

fl

Ah-choo! It’s that time of year again: each week a new hue of flower
makes its blooming debut into the landscape. The yellow of forsythia and
daffodils, the purple of vinca, the, well, lilac of lilac, all arrive just in time to
remind us that the world is full of color, promise, and pollen. Spring is here.
And with Spring come the rituals our school knows and loves: spring
cleaning, picnics, Earth Day, camping, and eventually a dip in the river.
Being a school that embraces nature as much and as often as possible, our
students know quite a bit about the earth and ecology. We’ve learned to
recycle, conserve water and electricity, and pick up litter when we see it. We
visit neighboring streams, ponds, and rivers to test for water quality. We take
silent hikes through the woods where we identify the flora and fauna
around us. We build forts in the woods from natural debris. Of course,
there’s always more we can do to better the world around us.
Recently, all the students and teachers sat down to discuss ways to be
good stewards of our school. Stewardship is when you take care of an
organization or property. What we realized is that, when given the choice to
clean up our trash or rush to join friends on the playground, we tend to opt
for the latter. We get lost in the moment and forget (continued on page 5)
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The Power of Reading
Pick up a book, you should

By Ginny Poe

Many moons ago, in the 1980s and ‘90s,
the American Library Association created the
“READ” campaign, a poster series featuring
celebrities of the time posing with their favorite
books. In libraries across the country, David
Bowie, Shaquille O’Neal, Bill Gates, and even
Yoda were among the famous faces
encouraging children to crack open a book. The
purpose of the campaign, as you can imagine,
was to show young people that successful
people (and Yoda) from all art forms and
disciplines share the common interest of
reading. Basically, reading is an all-inclusive
club, and if you haven’t yet joined, you should.
Do you remember the first book you
ever read, or that was read to you? Chances
are, there is a story that takes you back to
when you were a young child. For some of us,
it’s a story like The Cat in the Hat or Where the
Sidewalk Ends, full of funny rhymes and
pictures. For others, it may be a fantastic tale of
adventure, such as Harry Potter or The Hobbit.
Whatever your reading experience, it has likely

had an impact on the way you view the world,
and what you believe to be possible.
This month the Reader asked students
about their relationship with books and
reading. Many students read for leisure and
entertainment; voracious reader Jackson Diggs
says it can help to pass the time.
(continued on p. 4)

Student Gabriel Lyles takes a break from bouncing to read
to his brother and cousin on the trampoline.

Even the youngest members of our school love to read.
George Poe learns the ins and outs of construction sites.
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Artists’ Corner

- Ana Crider

“You cannot get through a single day
without having an impact on the world
around you. What you do makes a
difference and you have to decide what
kind of a difference you want to make.”
—Jane Goodall

- Rose Hardesty

- Savanna Nutt
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but efficient way of showing things you’d never
thought of.” We have all been affected, in some
way, shape, or form, by the books we’ve read.
The flip side of reading, of course, is
writing. Just like reading, writing is a great
way of developing a deeper understanding of a
subject, whether you’re writing about whales,
astronomy, or your own family history. It forces
you to take a step back and ask: What do I
already know? What is fact and what is
opinion? Where do I need to research to
understand this subject better? Answering these
questions as you write not only makes you a
stronger writer, but also a stronger reader.
This spring, our school will be
welcoming published authors to campus to talk
about their careers in writing. Our first visit,
on April 12, will be from local author Doug
“River Man” Allen, who recently published a
non-fiction book called The River Man’s Guide
to the Kings River; and on May 10 we will greet
Kate Hart to campus, author of the Young
Adult novel After the Fall. Both copies will be
available for checkout in our library.

Addison Raw notes that reading
“expands your vocabulary, and teaches you to
be able to read and understand words like
‘Garganlesthesia,’ which means the sensation
commonly associated with tickling.” Reading
has benefits that go deeper than the page, too;
as Jazz Wolford describes, “Reading is
important at a young age because it exercises
your brain, and is very calming for the psyche
and for the spirit.” These experiences stay with
us, too, and help to frame our perspective. Sora
Scheller recalls reading One Fish, Two Fish, Red
Fish, Blue Fish as a child, which appears to be a
simple story at first glance, but actually
“[shows] that everyone is different in their own
way. It is a very good lesson and an early
reader's book for children.” Perhaps most
importantly, reading shows us that just because
a book uses simple language doesn’t mean it
lacks a profound message. Beck Herzig
treasures The Giving Tree “because of its simple

BOOKS WE LOVE

SERIES WE LOVE

Charlotte’s Web • The Giver • The
Phantom Tollbooth • Matilda • Little
Women • Hatchet • Alice’s
Adventures in Wonderland • James
and the Giant Peach • Where the
Red Fern Grows • Wind in the
Willows • Number the Stars •
Stamped • To Kill a Mockingbird •
Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young
Girl • Like a Love Story • The House
on Mango Street • Monster • Feed •
Persepolis • The Book Thief •
American Born Chinese • The Fault
in Our Stars • The Hate U Give • The
Poet X • Stargirl

Pete the Cat • Bad Kitty • Diary of a
Wimpy Kid • Goosebumps • The
Magic Tree House • Wings of Fire •
The Babysitters Club • Fullmetal
Alchemist • Harry Potter • The
Hunger Games • Eragon • The
Chronicles of Narnia • A Series of
Unfortunate Events • The Magic
School Bus • Warriors • Junie B.
Jones • Captain Underpants • Dog
Man • Frog and Toad • Scary Stories
to Tell in the Dark • The Spiderwick
Chronicles • Percy Jackson
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our responsibilities as stewards. So, after a long
discussion about how to solve this problem, we
agreed to set up a structure that helps us all to
do our part. At snack and lunch times, instead
of going straight to the playground after eating,
each class will wait for their group to finish
their meal and pack up their trash before
entering the playground. This way, the focus
will be on eating and cleaning as a group, then
enjoying recess as a group. We all have the
ability to be great stewards of our campus, to
take pride in it — we just needed to put our
heads together to figure out the best plan to

- Addison Raw

accomplish this goal.
This stewardship we practice at school
doesn’t end on our playground, either; we
apply the same structure to every campsite,
park, or trail we visit, not only cleaning up
after ourselves, but picking up the trash left
behind by others (unless it’s glass — leave that
to the teachers!). Any positive change you wish
to see in the world starts locally, at home, on
the playground, in the classroom, and spreads
from person to person until finally we are a
global group of stewards, taking pride in the
planet we live on.

- Shane Bolerjack

- Jace Linette

WAYS YOU CAN LOVE
YOUR PLANET
Grow your own food • start a
pollinator garden • spend time in
nature • drive less • walk, bike, or
hike • visit a local farm • play in the
dirt • pick up litter along a river or
stream • opt for reusable containers
• turn out lights when not in use •
take deep breaths in nature

- Emmy Stephenson
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Media Review

Movie review:

Student takes on books, movies, and
games.

Home Alone (1990)
Home Alone is a masterpiece. It's funny, entertaining
and awesome. It's about this kid getting left home
alone and his family goes to Paris. Then, after a
while of this kid messing around at home, these
two dudes named Harry and Marv break into the
house, but Kevin (the kid) sets up boobytraps. They
get beat up by the boobytraps, then they catch the
kid. Then some dude with a snow shovel hits them
in the back of the head. Then his family comes back
and they're happy. It’s a great movie, even if it's not
Christmas time.
—Bonus Shock

Game review:
Cookie Clicker
Cookie clicker is an idle clicker game where you
click a cookie. When you click the cookie, you get
more cookies, and as you get more cookies, you can
buy things like cookie factories, or grandmas to
make cookies for you. You can also get upgrades to
these
things so
they
produce
more
cookies, or
upgrade
the cookie
itself so
when you
click it, you
get more cookies. There are minigames for
buildings you can get from sugar lumps, and these
help you get more cookies. These minigames
include a Cookie Farm, Spellcasting, and even a
stock market. (This one isn't very fun.) Eventually,
you can prestige, and reset your cookies, in
exchange for things called heavenly chips, which
you can spend for permanent upgrades, that, say it
with me now, Get you more cookies! Cookie Clicker
is a very fun game especially when you get farther
into it. I’d say it's a solid 8/10, Very swag game.
—Atticus Shock

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE?
If you have a review of a favorite (or not so
favorite) book, movie, TV show, game, or some
other form of entertainment, send it to us at
clearspringlibrary@gmail.com, and we will
include it in an upcoming issue!

(Editor’s note: It’s like they say: If you give a mouse
a cookie…)

Keep in mind, this newsletter is intended for all
ages, so we will only publish reviews of
content suitable for young audiences.
Thank you for reading, and stay tuned for our
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